SHAUN “GREY” HARGREAVES
10016436                       furrified.com

David Bowie is a Ninja
[bookmark: _Toc289010066]and other Bowie related goodness.
[bookmark: _Toc286568520][bookmark: _Toc286925065][bookmark: _Toc286925094]
[bookmark: _Toc289010067]http://www.cems.uwe.ac.uk/~sahargre 
[bookmark: _Toc288671661][bookmark: _Toc288673967][bookmark: _Toc288675079][bookmark: _Toc289010068]Mirror of website on http://projects.furrified.com/bowie/   


Contents
Design sketches	2
Existing pages	2
Finished website	3
Homepage	3
Album page	5
Lyrics page	6
References	7

[bookmark: _Toc289010069]

Design sketches
BLAHBLAHBLAH
[bookmark: _Toc289010070]Existing pages
This is a reference of pages that exist on the site, so you don’t have to go looking for them yourself. I’m lovely like that.
Home (index.html)
David Bowie (david-bowie.html)
Please Mr Gravedigger (david-bowie_please-mr-gravedigger.html)
Uncle Arthur (david-bowie_uncle-arthur.html)
Space Oddity (space-oddity.html)
Cygnet Committee (space-oddity_cygnet-committee.html)
Memory of a Free Festival (space-oddity_memory-of-a-free-festival.html)
Space Oddity (space-oddity_space-oddity.html)
Unwashed and Somewhat Slightly Dazed (space-oddity_unwashed-and-somewhat-slightly-dazed.html)
Feedback (contact.html)

[bookmark: _Toc289010071]Finished website
The website uses CSS3 media queries to change the page layout depending on the screen resolution being used by the end user. There are three stylesheets in use: 
bowie.css – mobile stylesheet, used on displays thinner than 700 pixels wide;
bowie2.css – desktop stylesheet, used on displays wider than 680 pixels;
bowie3.css – a very-subtly modified desktop stylesheet used on displays greater than 900 pixels. 
These stylesheets cascade – the mobile stylesheet is always loaded regardless of screen resolution, the desktop stylesheets are only loaded if the screen resolution calls for it and override styles defined in the mobile stylesheet. This reduces load time on mobile devices, as they don’t need to load unnecessary styles or images. 
The mobile interface is additionally optimised for touch devices, featuring large hit areas without using as much screen real-estate as the desktop website.
The site also has coding for :focus and tabbing events, allowing for easy keyboard navigation.
[bookmark: _Toc289010072]Homepage
The homepage gets right to the point – you came here for David Bowie lyrics, let’s get you some David Bowie lyrics. Pick your album (800x600, 320x480, 1024x768 respectively).
	

[bookmark: _Toc289010073]
Album page
The page for the individual albums includes the album cover, name and year of release (as per the homepage); it also includes the album’s track listing and “useful” external links that cater to three main areas – information (Wikipedia), social media and statistics (Last.fm) and purchase (iTunes). We also introduce the breadcrumb navigation, which lets users easily move back in the hierarchy.
	[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc289010074]Lyrics page
The lyrics page, appropriately, display the lyrics for the selected song. Individual lines and stanzas have their own divs and spans to make styling them easy. Choruses are in bold by default.
	[image: ]
How it’s made
Software
The site was made in Adobe Dreamweaver CS4 and Notepad++ (whichever was most convenient to use at the time), both in code-view without using any WYSIWYG functions. The background image (of Mr Bowie as Alladin Sane) was cut up in Adobe Photoshop CS4.
I used these programs because I owned them and they have syntax highlighting, which is quite handy. Dreamweaver has auto-complete too, which makes things so much easier.
Design principles
The basic idea behind the website is that the website is quite basic. You want Bowie lyrics? You came here for Bowie lyrics? Let’s get you some goddamn Bowie lyrics! The idea is that you plonk the person straight into the process of getting what they want as quickly as possible across multiple platforms (or screen resolutions, at least).
There’s rampant use of imagery, from the big pictures in the background of David Bowie (just in case you weren’t sure who it was) to the use al album covers everywhere and icons to refer to external websites. A good image is worth a thousand words, and images are mentally processed faster than words, so are much more efficient at conveying information. 
Minimalism. There’s lots of black on white. It’s simple and to the point with some nice colour contrast. 
Development and maintenance
It’s a lyrics website, lyrics don’t tend to change very often after a song has come out. However, if any mistakes come up then there’s always the “corrections” option on the feedback/contact page. Adding new albums or tracks isn’t a pain, it’s a pretty cut-and-paste job, no weird classes or identifiers to worry about. 
The W3C validator sucks, don’t use it
Attempts to validate my code were met with strange and unusual errors. Apparently the context in which I used the new date element (to mark up a date) was inappropriate. I’ve since replaced all those dates with span class=”date” to appease the validation monster.
When it comes to CSS, the validator throws up various “empty string” errors for random lines of code (which is probably a bug) and doesn’t recognise new CSS3 attributes such as RGBa and gradients – the latter of which use vendor prefixes, so should have been downgraded to warnings instead of full-blown errors. 
But hey, so long as it works across browser, you should be allowed to march to your own standard. 
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Uncle Arthur

Uncle Arthur
E Fom David Bowie (1967) M

Strikes the bell for 5 o'clock. Uncle Arthur
closes shop

Screws the tops on all the bottles, tims the
lights out, locks it up.

Climbs across his bike and he's away
Cycles past the gasworks, past the river,
down the high street

Back to mother, its another empty day

Uncle Arthur likes his mommy
Uncle Arthur still reads comics
Uinele Arthur follows Ratman
hitp:/iprojects funified. com/bowie/david-bowie_undie-arthur.htmi




